ia 


* 
; 
| 
| 
VS 


2 A ETI RS RTI 


REPORT 


OF . 


OF THE TOWN OF 


Ti eon. N. H. 


For the Year Ending March Ist, 1872. 


HAVERHILL : 
Essex Banner Press. 
1872. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
STATE LIBRARY 


j 


: 
ik 
aq 
| 


Wee Selectmen and School Committee 


Seehoe o: : 


rae. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


TREASURER ayy SELECTMEN 
Lown of Atkinson, N. H. 
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RECEIPTS. 

Assessed State ‘lax, $1,056 00 
County Tax. 852 68 
Tewn Tax, 2,000 00 
Schoo! Tax, 616 00 
Percentage, 133 36 
School House Tax No. 4 155 98 
School House Tax No.5, O11 66 
Received from ‘l'reasurer 1870 1,133 50 
State R. R. Tax 153 O1 
Savings Bank Tax 915 
Literary Fund 29 40 

from County on account of 
? Jas. Smith, 3d 10 00 
On Lown Notes 2.224 32 
Interest on ‘l'axes 8 37 
For use of ‘l'own Iiall 2 00 
Dog ‘lax 35 00 

EXPENDITURES, 

Paid State ‘lax $1,056 00 
County Tax | 852 68 
Notes and Interest 3,178 30 
School Orders 645 00 
8. C. Chandler. School House ‘Tax 155 00 


Moses 3. Stevens,S 8S. Shannon, and 
William R. Little. School House Tax 500 00 


$8,928 43 


— $6,386 98 


+ 


SNOW BILLS. 


Paid Thomas Little 6. 3a 
Thomas L Page SU 
William F. Knight. 1 50 
Gideon D.. Conley 6 00 

ROADS. 

Paid Bailey Knight | $81 19 

Jesse A Sawyer a4 34 
Jesse Page Qo TQ 

* Albert Little $7 30 
Gideon, D Conley 106 16 
isaac S Noves 27 85 
John Little 32 84 
Thomas L Page 92 78) 
John Pettingill, Jr. 25, 80 
William M. ‘Vhomas ThaTr 
Ss. G. Chandler 90 
J.T. Poor 150 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Paid Aaron and Jolin Wilson of 1870, 


over taxed $5 85 
William KB ‘Vhomas, poll tax, 1870 2 92 
Abiah Merrill, over taxed. 1870 17 52 
George Cornuing, over taxed, 1871 3 00 
Moses B, Stevens, exempt on school 
house tax 5 50 
Lavina J. Noyes, over taxed, 1871 2 00 
William Johnson, over taxed, 1871 2 OO 
BRIDGES, 
Paid Alonzo Knight, drawing lumber and 
labor on bridge near Wm. Noyes. $18 06. 
John |. Knight bill lumber 7 08 


Alonzo Knight, labor and lumber on dry , 
bridge on new road 


5 33 


$9 15 


8665 73 


$56 79 


$30 47— 


od 


7) 
PAUPERS, 
Paid Joshua Merrill, boarding Hosea Evans $110 00 


Joshua Merrill, funeral expenses 


Hosea Evans 20 00 
George Wright, opening grave, etc. 0 00 
For support of Jas. Smith, 3d 10 00 
Mary P. Noyes and family — . 89 52 
‘Transient paupers 1 50 
Seon $2 eB 6 OY 
SUNDRIES. 

Paid A. Kittredge printing reports 1870 315 OO 
William H. Fisk, stationery 4°36 
John Dow, ringing bell 30 00 
Hesekiah Dow, water treugh 3 00 
William F. Knight, care of hall 1 00 
Alonzo Knight, repairing hail door and 

stove 67 
Isaac S Noyes expense to Concord 3 40 
Bailey Knight, stamps, books, ete. 4 29 
Alonzo Knight, expense to Exeter 
and Concord 6 UO 
N. P. Greene, stationery 3 35 
dos. I]. Whitaker, publishing and posting 
school report 2 00 


—_— $73 00 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Isaac R. Hovey. auditor 1869 $3 00 
Enoch Little, auditor 1870 i OO 
Gilman Greenough, auditor 1870 1 00 
S. G. Chandler 1 00 
John Dow, town clerk 15 41 
Alonzo Knight, collector 79 89 
Alonzo Knight, treasurer 10 V0 
Bailey Knight, selectman ST 65. 
Alonzo Knight, selectman 36 83 
Isaac S. Noyes, selectman 38 50 
Jos. H. Whitaker, 8. 5. committee 15 00 


$239 28 


6 
KRECAPLITULATLON. : 
Receipts Total, $8,928 46 


Expenditures, | -7,695, 427 944 
Baiance, ——$1, 288 01 


STATE OF TOWN FINANCES MARCH 1, 1872,-LTABELATEES 


Notes and Interest ' 14,658 98 
e ASSETS. 
Qash in hands colletcor 1870, uncollected 
tax of Jos. Whitaker $4 85 
Cash in hands of collector 1871 933 OL 
Cash in hands of treasurer 1871 300 00 
Claim on the United states 1,300 00 
. se 
Balance against the town $12,121 09 


w\ 

ALONZO KNIGHT, Ireasurer. 
BALLHY KNIGHT, Selectmen 
ALONZO KNIGHT, of 
ISAAC 8. NOYKS, Atkinson } 


The auditors having examined and compared the accounts | 
and vouchers of the selectmen and treasurer, find that they core 
respond in all items of town expenditure and that the accounts as 
presented in the foregoing report of the selectmen and treasurer 
are correctly cast and fairly set forth. . . 

ENOCH LITTLE, Resco 
JOSBPE A. WHITAKER, ¢ uditors. 
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ANNUAL [REPORT 


OF THH 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


Town of Atkinson, N. HT. 


FOR THE 


Year ending March Ist, 1872. 
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DISTRICT NO. 1. 


The first term of school in this district commenced 
well, with a prospect of a profitable term. The. teacher 
entered upon'the discharge of her duties with a strong 
_ purpose to perform them faithfully, and with a high sense 
‘of her responsibilities. But owing to a misapprehension 
of the relations and duties of teacher and scholars, by some 
éf the parents, the harmony of the school was seriously 
disturbed, and its usefulness impaired. The general at- 
tendance, however, was good; and at the closing exami- 
nation the scholars showed a fair progress; and what is 
better, a good understanding of the subjects taught. 

The second ‘term was a very successful one. The 
teacher being an entire stranger, could, and did, entirely 
ignore all differences; and the district by doing the same 
secured a harmonious school. The scholars were regular 
in attendance, and at the close of school showed that they 
had not been inattentive, either, to the lessons from the 
book, or the oral teachings and illustrations which entered 
largely into the method of instruction employed. + 


DISTRICT NO. 2 


Three terms of school have been kept in this district. 
The teacher engaged for the two proposed terms having 
resigned near the middle of the second term, it became 
neceessary that another should be employed. ‘This was 
satisfactorally accomplished, and the school placed in 
charge of a lady of large experience, and superior qualifi- 
cations, who had distinguished herself in’a neighborirg 
school. Although, this term was short much was gained, | 
both incomprehensiveness and thoroughness. The school 
room is commodious, high posted and has arrangements 


Al 


for ventilation, yet many of the scholars seem troubled 
with an uneasy feeling of unrest. Is this a result of an 
excess of vitality, or is the atmosphere of the school-house 
insalubrious ? A wholesome discipline would doubtless re- 
lieve the malady. 


DISTRICT NO. 3 


This district was fortunate in obtaining a teacher 
well fitted for her profession by normal training andexpe- 
rience in teaching, and. the result, a school of superior ex- 
cellence. The teacher was prompt, energetic and interes- 
ted. she went ahead herself, and took the school along 
with her. The scholars were orderly and attentive, and 
manifested, both in and out of school, a respectful and 
pleasing department. When asked for a list of names. of 
scholars who had not whispered once, the teacher presented 
the names in the school register. ‘I he e examination, at the 
close of the school, showed that the pupils had not mere- 
ly recited the sears offa lesson in the text book, but that 
the subject of the lesson had been illustrated, analyzed 
and explained, by both teacher and scholars, tul it was 
made plain and familiar. Nothing was attempted that 
was not accomplished. And although the number of pa- 
ges gone overin the books would not indicate remarka- 
ble progress, yet the several classes evmced a mastery of 
the branches taught—so fur as studied—and a mental 
culture which could be obtained only by the well directed 
efforts of a faithful teacher, and a constant application on 
the part of the pupils. One great blemish in this school 
was irregularity of attendance. ., Who is responsible for 


this?" 
DISTRICT NO. “4. 


Although, this district has. the smallest number of 
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scholars of any in town, the citizens are alive and: awake 
to their educational interests. cis 

The school-house has been completely repaired, 
remodeled and refurnished, giving the school-room an air — 
of neatness, pleasantness and even elegance which attests 
to the good taste and liberality of the district. Itis to be 
hoped that this district will not weary in well doing until 
a suitable school-house yard is obtained, and proper out- 
side conveniences provided. 

The school presented « harmonious appearance with- 
out a strictness of government which would be requisite 
in alargerschool. ‘The teacher was much attached to 
her school, and her affectionate regard for their welfare 
was kindly acknowledged and warmly reciprocated by 
her pupils. Reading and Geography seemed to be the 
favorite studies, as in these the scholars appeared to ex- 
cel, 


DISTRICT NO. 5 


The second term of schvol in this district is still in 
session, and is to continue several weeks. This is the 
largest school in town, both in the number and average 
size of the scholars, 
| The smaller pupils are progressing finely, which can 
hardly be said of some of the larger ones who have un- 
dertaken more than their previous attainments warrant to 
obtain a suecessful accomplishment, without frequent re- 
currence to the elementary principles. 

The want of school accommodations, which for sev- 

eral years past had been seriously detr imental to the schools 
in this district, has been amply supplied during the past year 
by the erection of a fine school-house, tastefully, yet not 
gaudily finished, and substantially ana handsomely fur- 
nished.. The building 82 feet in length by 22 in width j 18 
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beautifully located on an eligible site, and with the ample. 
school grounds presents a pleasing an inviting appear- 
anee. 

Lhe school-room is tastefully finished in chestnut, and. 
provided with ample black board and seats for thirty- four 
scholars. -This structure is alike anormament and a cred- 
it, to the district... It was dedicated with appropriate ser- 
vices Noy. 3d,187 1. 


TEACHERS REMARKS. 


The space devoted to teachers remarks in the school 
registers has not been improved to the extent desired but 
stich remarks as have appeared -are here presented. 

Huistrict No. l,fipst term.—The scholars all possess 
active minds and are deserving more expense laid out for 
their educational purposes. And it becomes the parents 
in this district, if they would do what is right by their 
children to procure more money, and have longer sessions 
of sehoo!s. | 

The scholars have made good adyancement in their 
studies, and most of them deserve credit for their correct 
deportment. Vhey would take more interest in the study 
of Geography if some outline maps were procured.— 
Frank Greenough and Jennie Curtis are the only’ scholars’ 
which haye not “been absent during the whole term. 


HELLEN F MERRILL, Teacher. 


District No. 4.—“I would respectfully thank the par- 
ents for the kindness and co-operation they have extended 
to me: foralthough they have not cheered us as much 
by their presence as we should have been pleased to. see. 
them, they have encouraged. us in many ways. Our 
sthool commenced under very pleasing circumstances, 
The remodeling of the school room has contributed much 
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to our happiness. It isnot only pleasanter but more com- 
fortable, and I think the children have appreciated. the in- 
terest their parents have shown in preparing so pleasant 
a room for them. There has been so few scholars that 
each one could receive more attention than it would have 
been possible to have had given them had there been’ 
more, and I have sought to divide it impartially, and they 
have manifested a desire to learn, and usually have been. 
kind and obedient. 1 have endeavored to store their 
minds, not only with knowledge which shall make them 
wiser, but to instil upon them a love of truth and right; 
and although I may not see that progress | could wish, or 
you may expect, I trust something has been yained—that 
some progress has been made up the rugged hill of 


science. 
ABBLE A. JOHNSON, Teacher. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


In summing up the educational statistics of our town 
for the past year, the inquiry naturally arises, whether we 
have received a full equivalent for the money expended 
for the support of our schools, whether we have enjoyed 
the greatest attainable benefit from them, and what 
means should be employed in the future to promote the 
interests of popular education. 

It will be seen, that owing to amore liberal appor- 
tionment of school money by the legislature of 1870, we 
have been able to secure several weeks more of. schooling 
than heretofore. 

Qurschool accommodations have also been very much 
improved and ouly the same exertions are in districts nos. 
one and three, as have been successtully made in districts 
numbers four and five. to furnish cach district m town 
with a first class school room. 
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It is very gratifying to be able to repeat the fact, 
that more has been expended in the erection and repair’ 
of school houses, and that more have been built, within 
the last three years in this town, than in the previous half: 
century; and there is prospect of another school house 
and further repairs the coming year. ‘The most populace 
and wealthy district in town will not long permit an in- 
difference to its best interests, nor remain unmindful of 
the noble examples of its less opulent neighbors. Our 
schools have been fully equal to those of former years. 
In some, important improvements have been introduced, 
both in the management, and also, in the method of in- 
struction ; reminding one of a good school twenty or thir- 
ty years ago, before the school na’ams had acquired the 
modern accomplishment of teaching “by topic” which is 
simply this—The scholer commits to memory and repeats 
a few paragraphs from the text book, while the person 
called téacher performs the part of prompter. 

Notwithstanding the generally favorable notice of 
our schools in this report, let it not be supposed that they 
are not susceptible of further improvements, or that de- 
fects do not exist. Some of these may be easily remidied, 
while it will require time and effort to eradicate others; 
und not until teachers, parents and the community better: 
understand their duties and obligations, can we look for 
much improvement. 

Many teachers do not seem aware that the law of 
New Hampshire provides “That it shall be the duty of all 
persons entrusted with, or engaged in, the instruction of | 
the young diligently to impress upon their minds the 
principles of piety and justice; a sacred regard to truth, 
love of country, humanity and benevolence, sobriety, in- 
dustry and frugality, chastity and temperance, and all the 
_ other virtues which are the ornament and support of hu- 
man society.” And parents should know and act upon the © 
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knowledge, that the child upon entering a public school 
becomes an inmate of a public institution, to be disciplin- 
ed and educated at the public expense, and, subject. to. 
the rules and regulations prescribed by the legally con-. 
stituted authorities, who are alone responsible, not the 
parents, but to the laws of the state for the faithful dis-, 
charge of their duties. The law makes it the duty of 
every parent to send his children to school, and provide 
them with suitable books; and here his legal seapeom oun 
ties to the school end. 

But it is a duty that all parents owe to the commu- 
nity to accustom their children to obedience at home, that 
they may be more easily managed at school; to see that 
their manners. and language are correct, that others may. 
not be contaminated by a bad example, to co operate with 
the teachers in their labors for the advaneement of the 
children in knowledge ; to aid them in their enedavors to 
impress onthe tender minds all those moral and refining 
teachings which it is the teachers duty carefully to incui- 

cate, and to guard them against the contaminations'of pro- 
fanity, vulgarity and unchastity. 

When these duties shall have been faithfully performed, both 
by teachers and parents, and supported by the virtuous example { 
of our entwe population, then may we expect to see the pupils in 
our public schools growing up in the constant practice of these 
virtues which are the ornament and support of human society, 
Then, mothers will no more complain that their daughters are 
compelled to hear words at school, unfit for ears polite, or that 
their little children learn filthy slang and disgusting profanity 

The first, second, third and fifth districts should each pro- — 
vide a winter school to be kept by a competent master, but no — 
teacher should be employed, either male or female, unless they 
are familiar with the duties and responsibilities of the teacher’s 
office, and are well qualified to perform the one, and willing to. 
assume the other. tioehe 
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Teachers should ever bear in mind that they are responsible, not 
only for.their own official acts in the moral and intellectual train- 
ing of their pupils. but for the general conduct of those pupils, 
not only in the school room, during actual school hours, but every- 
where in the immediate neighborhood of the school house, when 
not under the immediate control of their parents. While we ask 
for our teachers the co-operation of parents and citizens, great 
care should be taken in selecting such, and such only, as by their 
efficiency and faithfulness would be entitled to such support ; since 
we cannot consistently expect parents or others, to sustain that 
which they cannot approve. ‘he record upon the school regis- 
ters shows that the number of visits to our schools have been equal 
to full one-half cf our whole adult population. : 

From this it may be infered that our citizens take an extra- 
ordinary interest in edu:ational affairs, but when it is ascertained 
that not more than one inten of these school visitors are parents 
or persons having any personal interest in the school, the circum- 
stance presents quite a different aspect There ate three classes 
of these visiters, namely : ‘Visitors to the school, visitors to the 
teacher, and visitors to the scholars. Visits to the schvol by pa- 
rents, teachers and others interestedin the educational eaterprise 
are highly approved and should be encouraged, as they tend both 
to encourage the teacher and stimulate the scholars. Visitors of 
the second and third class can be tolerated, provided they do not 
presume upon the privilege of conversing with each other, whis- 
pering together, or moving from piace to place about the room 
whispering to the scholars, and disturbing the general good order 
of the school. No well-bred guest will whisper in a place where 
it is known whispering is not allowed: 

The schools are well supplied with text books, and care has been 
taken to make the list as perfect as circumstances would permit, 
and no further changes seem needed for the present. Your com- 
mittee feels duly grateful for the unitormally kind consideration 
and valuable aid he has received from the several prudential com- 
mittees, teachers and citizens generally, in the discharge of his 
duties; and solicits a continuance of the same to whoever may 
hereafter be called to perform the fuctions of this office. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOSEPH H. WHITTAKER, School Committee. 
. Atkinson N. H. March Ist., 1872. 
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